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Reaching and supporting farming people in need.
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COVER PICTURE:
His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester cutting the
first turf at Manson House – see report on page 8

Spring
initiatives
As I write this I look forward to welcoming county
committee members, other supporters and guests
to our annual meeting which once again is being
held at the Weston Manor Hotel near Oxford this
month. During the day we will be launching two
very important new initiatives for R.A.B.I. The first
will be our “Just Ask!” campaign which is designed
to ensure that more people are made aware of the
breadth of the support we can offer to those in
need within the farming community. As well as a
programme of profile-raising based on
demonstrating the specific assistance we provide, a
new freephone helpline number will be made
available. We hope this will be used by anyone
who wants to know how R.A.B.I. can help because,
as the strapline will say, “we do more than you
think - just ask!”

The second will be the new “Volunteer’s
Handbook” which has been carefully compiled by
our Fundraising, Marketing and Communications
team following my visits to the county committees
across the country. In this publication our many
supporters will find details of successful
fundraising initiatives, help with organising events, guidance as to the regulations we
need to comply with and assistance with the important issue of communication. I hope
the handbook, which will be the subject of regular up-dates, will prove to be a valuable
tool for those who do so much to support the work of R.A.B.I.

The morning session of the annual meeting will be entitled “Looking to the future”. In
doing so we will be joined by Jane King, the editor of Farmers Weekly, who has kindly
agreed to speak on the subject of modern communication, and the Rt Hon Neil Parish MP
from Devon, who will pass on his thoughts as to the future for our agricultural industry.
These two important presentations will dovetail with my thoughts as to the future for our
charity and hopefully a useful discussion session.

We were honoured and delighted that our president, His Royal Highness the Duke of
Gloucester, came to Manson House on 18th April to launch the major refurbishment
scheme. During the day he cut the first turf of grass to mark the official start of the
development and spent time with the residents, staff and our guests. This exciting project
will run through until the end of next year and we will keep you informed of progress via
R.A.B.I. News and our website.

I have just given my R.A.B.I. running shirt another outing, this time in the Paris
Marathon which followed a superb route around this beautiful city. I am not sure the
French supporters understood very much about the text on my vest but one never knows
who is in the crowd on such occasions!

A big thank you to those of you who are planning to light an R.A.B.I. registered beacon
to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and for taking part in this very important occasion.
I hope we will be blessed with a fine evening on 4th June.

I am looking forward to my third and, sadly, final year as chairman of R.A.B.I. during
which I hope to attend as many events as possible. This will provide a further opportunity
to meet and thank our loyal supporters.

Julian Sayers
Chairman



The new number for calling our confidential helpline is 0300 303 7373. This will enable
callers to contact the welfare team free of charge on landlines (charges for mobiles will
vary according to the provider). Callers will be able to talk confidentially to a member of
the team during office hours on weekdays. In the evenings, at weekends and on public
holidays calls are transferred to the Farm Crisis Network line for an immediate response
and passed on to R.A.B.I. as soon as possible.
Callers who call on the old number will receive a message asking them to redial using the
Freephone number. For general calls the number remains 01865 724931.

Important changes have been made to the requirements for Gift Aid declarations,
tightening up the regulations. These appear on the revised Gift Aid forms which are
available to download from the R.A.B.I. website – www.rabi.org.uk. Would all fundraisers
who promote the use of Gift Aid please ensure that they are using the up-to-date forms as
we will be unable to collect the additional money from the government if they are not
used.
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News from Shaw House

Gift aid changes

Run London

R.A.B.I. helpline goes Freephone

Staff news - Philippa moves east
Philippa Spackman is moving from her job as

regional officer for Devon and Cornwall to
become communications manager, based at
Shaw House. This is a new position which has
been created in response to the growing needs
of the fundraising, marketing and

communications department to help meet
the exciting challenges of the future.

Philippa will be responsible for the
creative delivery of R.A.B.I’s key
messages and is already heavily
involved with the Just Ask!
campaign (see page 6).

Jenni Thompson has been appointed to
succeed Philippa as the regional officer for
Devon and Cornwall. Jenni, who is currently
teaching science at secondary level in Swindon,
grew up on a mixed farm in Oxfordshire and
having graduated from Harper Adams
University College spent three and a half years
as south east regional officer for the British
Association for Shooting and Conservation.
She has been an active YFC member, including
being the Oxfordshire R.A.B.I. representative in
2010, and a fundraiser for both R.A.B.I. and
the Gamekeepers Welfare Trust.
Jenni will be joining R.A.B.I. part-time, three
days a week, in August and hopes to continue
teaching as a supply teacher for the other
two days.

Beaufort House coffee
morning raises £1,500

There are still a number of places available on this
year’s R.A.B.I. British 10K team. Among those already
signed up is Sky News’s Philippa Hall.

Home-made cakes, knitted chicks and toys, raffle
tickets, bric-a-brac, plants, coffee and Easter biscuits
were all on sale at the Beaufort House annual Easter
coffee morning. It was also a beautiful day with
everyone enjoying the sunshine.
The morning raised £1,158 for the residents’ amenity
fund which is used for their benefit, providing such
things as outings and entertainment.
Pictured at the raffle table are (from left): facilities
manager Peter Mason; resident Delmene Daniell; care
assistant Janice Smith; resident Grace Parish; care
assistant Liz Curtis; the Mayor and Mayoress of
Burnham-on-Sea; and home manager Susan Luck.

Supporting farming families past, present and future
For more details and a registration form contact the

Fundraising, Marketing & Communications Dept. on 01865
724931 or e-mail hayley.paintin@rabi.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 208858

Michael Richardson, whose long service was recognised at the national annual general
meeting, has been succeeded as chairman of the Northumberland R.A.B.I. committee by
Stoker Frater. Michael will continue to serve on the committee.

Committee change in Northumberland

Jenni to move west
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The Dennis Brown Shield

Award winners in 2011
A highlight of every AGM is the recognition of the contributions made
by R.A.B.I. volunteers. These include: the annual awards for achievement
in the previous year; the trustee awards for outstanding support; and
awards recognising long-service. Those receiving awards at this year’s
AGM on 16th May 2012 are:

Awarded to the individual, organisation, company or club that
raised the most money during the year

The Hunter Farm Challenge Cup
Awarded to the person(s) who organised the
most innovative charity event on a farm

The R.A.B.I. YFC Cup
Awarded to the YFC Club who organised the most innovative
charity fundraiser

Long Service Awards

Trustee Awards
Up to five awards can be presented each year to those people
who, in the opinion of the awards panel and trustees, should
receive special recognition. Those recognised this year are:

The Beaufort Shield
Awarded to the committee for the most money raised by their
efforts during the year

The Sam Taylor Cup
Awarded to the person(s) who organised
the most innovative “off farm” charity event

The Bryn Davies Bowl
Awarded to the individual, organisation, company or club in Wales
that has made the greatest contribution to R.A.B.I.

The R.A.B.I. Cup
Awarded to the committee or person(s) that
has delivered a campaign or activity that has
raised the profile and awareness of R.A.B.I.
to a wider audience

Spaldings’ sky-diving staff

Spaldings Ltd for various fundraising activities
for R.A.B.I. as their chosen charity, including a
sky dive, dress down days and raffles at the
LAMMA and Cereals events.

Tony Strawson who, as the 2011 president of the
Newark & Notts County Agricultural Society, held a
summer party at his home, Hexgreave Hall.

Annabel Coleman, for the Fields of Fashion Show held at
her home in East Yorkshire. Annabel involved local fashion
houses and organised young farmers to take part and run
the bar for what was a sell-out event.

East Riding Federation of
YFCs for their Ready Steady
Cook competition. Eight teams
of two people took part in the
challenge to cook a three
course meal with a budget of
just £10 to spend on the
ingredients. It was a tense
competition and the audience was entertained from start to finish.

Debbie Skinner, for the Art in a Box event in
her Northants stables. Local artists were invited
to display their work in her stables for a week.
The launch evening was covered by local media
and the event raised a substantial amount.

Peggy Codd for her constant support in
Pembrokeshire, from organising the 200 club and
handling the committee’s finances to her hard work
and attendance at almost every fundraising event in
the county.

The Kent committee for raising over £69,526 in 2011.

Danusia Osiowy, Farmers Guardian features editor,
for the Charity Gala Evening in Bolton. The ticket
only evening raised over £10,000 and, with seven
weeks of coverage in Farmers Guardian, helped
R.A.B.I. reach a large audience.

Martin Baber, Gloucestershire committee
Martin, a retired dairy farmer, has been involved with
R.A.B.I. for over 25 years. He has been responsible for
raising the charity’s profile in Gloucestershire and his ‘no
nonsense’ attitude has encouraged many people to attend
various events over the years.

June Harry has stepped down after
serving over 30 years on the Devon
committee, including as secretary.

Michael Richardson has recently stepped
down as chairman of the Northumberland
committee after 20 years.

Roger Campion, Warwickshire committee
Despite his very busy day job looking after the Stoneleigh
NFU branch, Roger works tirelessly for R.A.B.I. continually
devising new ways to promote the charity. His hard work
on fundraising includes an annual cricket match, the
Warwickshire Farmers Ball and metal detecting days to
name but a few.

Joan Bennett, Staffordshire committee
Joan, who works for Barclays as a relationship support
manager, is a very active member of the Staffordshire
committee. She has ensured that R.A.B.I. obtains match
funding from Barclays for any events in which their staff
members have been involved and she is constantly thinking
of different ideas to fundraise in the county.

Susan Hooper, Dorset committee
Susan is the backbone of the Dorset committee and has
been for a number of years. From selling Christmas cards
to organising the preview evening at the Dorset Steam
Fair, her work has also incuded making mountains of
cakes for the annual Forde Abbey Summer Fayre.

Louise Rowlandson, County Durham committee
Louise was instrumental in setting up a committee in
County Durham. With the help of her husband, James,
things have taken off. Louise is the mainstay of the
committee and the person who ensures that the annual
ball is a success.

Joint Winners
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Challenges update

As R.A.B.I. News hits the
streets so Lincolnshire
farmer David Armstrong,
pictured with his son, will
be pedalling the roads from
Lands’ End to John O’
Groats raising funds for
R.A.B.I., Lincolnshire Rural
Support Network and St.
Barnabas Hospice. It is a
challenge which he is
undertaking alongside his
sister-in-law and family and
for which he has been in

serious training, cycling approximately 60 miles a day as often as he can. The latest
news that we have is that he has already raised over £3,000.

It must be something to do with living in a flat
environment that has attracted not one but two teams
from East Anglia to tackle the three peaks challenge
this year.
On the weekend of 9th and 10th June, 21 young
farmers from the Acle and North Walsham YFCs are
joining forces for their ‘Top of the World 2012'
fundraising event. It is a challenge which will take
them up and down the three tallest mountains in
Scotland, England and Wales - Ben Nevis, Scaffel Pike
and Snowdon - in 24 hours. They have been training
hard over the past months and have set themselves a
target of raising £10,000 to be shared equally between
R.A.B.I. and The Norfolk Deaf Association.
Commenting on the challenge, they stated: “The main
reason why the group chose these two charities is
because they help those who have shaped our
agricultural industry in generations before us, helping
to make it what it is and ensuring we all enjoy it as
much as we do.”
If you would like to support their challenge visit
http://www.charitygiving.co.uk/totw2012yfc and you
can follow them during the event on Twitter
@TOTW2012YFC.

Frances Carroll, wife of beneficiary Joe Carroll who featured
in the R.A.B.I. ‘Help for all seasons’ DVD, will be walking
across the country, from the Lake District in the west to Robin
Hood's Bay in the east, and raising funds for R.A.B.I. She
will be joined on the 190-mile walk in June by her brother
Bart (described as a “mad keen walker and a real ale fan”)
and his wife Michelle who are coming from Australia to take
part. Commenting on the challenge, Frances said: “Walking
coast to coast will take 20 days and each day will be in
honour of mum's memory - she taught me the joy of walking and developed my love of
our countryside.”
If you would like to support Frances in this endeavour please visit www.justgiving.com

Sandra Moran from Lincolnshire admits that she “likes to do something a little silly
each year involving a cold swim, lots of fun, and hopefully raise some funds for
worthy charities along the way”.
This year her idea is to climb the highest mountain, Ben Nevis, and then swim the
deepest lake, Loch Morar. On her JustGiving page she writes: “As a web-footed
Lincolnshire lass I'm really looking forward to revisit beautiful Morar (300m deep)
for a wetsuit-free swim to its deepest point. On the other hand, I'm completely
dreading the thought of a mountain climb! As a country girl I've chosen R.A.B.I.
who support farmworkers in their golden years and those in need at other times.”
You can support Sandra by visiting her JustGiving page and follow her on
http://waterbloggedsisters.blogspot.com

Then, on 14th and 15th July, 13 employees of the
Suffolk-based farmers’ trading group AtlasFram Group,
will be tackling the same challenge. Their target is to
raise £5,000 for R.A.B.I. and Cancer Research. As they
point out, it will be a tough challenge to complete and
will require lots of training as most of them sit behind
desks all day!
They plan to start climbing Ben Nevis at 5pm, complete
it before dark, drive the six hours to Scafell Pike and
begin climbing at around 4am, with the aim of getting
to the foot of Snowdon for 1pm, giving them just four
hours to complete the challenge. To support them visit:
www.justgiving.com/teams/atlasfram

Barclays Agricultural
team is undertaking a
210 mile (350 km)
sponsored bicycle ride
in aid of R.A.B.I. and
The Prince’s Trust. It will
include three fun rides
which you can join in.
See left for details.

Cycling the length of Britain

Walking across England

River deep - mountain high

Three peaks challengers

Humber to Thames challenge

24 miles of walking
10,000 feet of ascent
450 miles of driving

All in
24 hours...

BEN NEVIS SCAFELL PIKE SNOWDON
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Just Ask! is a 12-month publicity campaign to
raise greater awareness of R.A.B.I.’s work and
the many different ways in which we support
people.

We already help around 2,000 people every
year and the number of people contacting us in
an emergency, particularly working farmers, is
growing. However, we know that, for various
reasons, we are not reaching every farming
family or individual in need.

The aim of ‘Just Ask!’ is to encourage more
farmers and farmworkers to contact us if they
face hardship and to make it easier for them, or
someone who knows them, to do so.

Freephone helpline
As part of the initiative we have introduced an
0300 number for our confidential helpline. This
means that anyone phoning from a landline in
England or Wales will now be able to call us

free of charge*.
Callers on the 0300 303 7373 number will

be able to speak confidentially to R.A.B.I. staff
during office hours. During the evening, at
weekends and bank holidays it diverts to the
helpline run by Farm Crisis Network (FCN) for
help, before calls are referred to R.A.B.I.

The opportunity
Just Ask! is an opportunity for everyone
associated with R.A.B.I. to promote the range of
help we offer, thanks to the generosity of our
supporters.

New promotional literature and display
materials will be available. The campaign will

also feature on R.A.B.I.’s website, Twitter and
Facebook pages, as well as in a new DVD to be
produced this summer.

We will know we have succeeded when more
people contact us and there are more referrals
from friends, relatives and professionals, such as
doctors, social workers and members of the
clergy. Most satisfying of all will be when people
with whom we have had no previous contact
say they already know about R.A.B.I.

None of this means we are devoting less
effort to fundraising – we need to keep raising
funds to ensure we can continue to help
farming families in need. But by doing more to
raise awareness of our work, we hope people
will also be encouraged to ‘Just Ask!’ how they
can help.

* The cost of calls from mobiles to the 0300
number will vary according to the service
provider.

What we do
Over the next 12 months we will be
promoting the wide-ranging support that
R.A.B.I. provides, through grants and
advice, and the multitude of problems with
which we are able to help. In R.A.B.I. News
we will be featuring specific areas of our
work, starting in this issue with a look at
the welfare department which handles the
very real crises facing our callers, as well as
helping our long-term beneficiaries with
their day-to-day problems, all in the
strictest confidence

The hub of the operation is the head office
team, just five members of staff, who handle
the helpline calls, make the initial
assessments, supervise the follow up and put
in motion the action which is needed to

provide the individually tailored support for
each beneficiary.

Last year they handled 567 new enquiries
on the helpline, an average of more than two
every working day, on top of calls from many
of the nearly 1,400 long-term beneficiaries
who had problems or were facing difficulties.
As a result of these enquiries 146 new long-
term beneficiaries were taken on during the
year, nearly three a week, and 115 working
farming families were helped through crises
ranging from death, illness or accident in the
family to the collapse of their income due to
disease in their livestock.

However, all this would not be possible
without the team of 12 regional welfare
officers (RWOs) covering the whole of
England and Wales. They are the people at
the sharp end, visiting new cases and keeping

a ‘watching brief’ on existing beneficiaries in
their care, staying in contact by telephone
and visiting at least once a year. In times of
crisis, or when more help is needed, RWOs
can respond quickly at a local level.

As well as being able to assess the needs
of beneficiaries and alert the head office
team to their requirements, the RWOs ensure
that everyone seeking help is receiving all
the state benefits, tax credits and grants,
from local authorities and other
organisations, for which they are eligible. As
a result last year they helped beneficiaries
claim £325,907 to which they were entitled
but not receiving.

While the head office helpline is always the
first line of contact with R.A.B.I., the RWO
provides the face-to-face contact with the
potential beneficiary.

Meet the head office welfare team

Launching the Just Ask! campaign

Our message is simple: if you work or
have worked in agriculture and are in
short- or long-term financial difficulty,

help is only a phone-call away
– Just Ask!

Patricia Barlow,
welfare executive

Nicky Busby,
welfare executive

Christophine Goss,
welfare manager
north

Lynne Powell,
welfare manager
south

Trish Pickford,
head of welfare
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Regional Welfare Officers

Claire Crichard

Liz Hoare
Suzie Paton

Linda Peters

Sally Hubbard

Jill Line

Kate Woodhead

Meriel Edwards

Mel Jones

Jackie Clegg John Basnett

..

Sara Garner
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Duke of Gloucester launches Manson

The Duke of Gloucester with R.A.B.I. chairman Julian Sayers and
architect John Barton

The Duke of Gloucester addressing
the guests

Following 18 months of planning, consultation and the granting of planning consent, the first turf in
the redevelopment of Manson House was cut by R.A.B.I. president His Royal Highness The Duke of
Gloucester before an invited audience on 18th April.

The launch of the two-year
project to build new self-contained
apartments and to completely
refurbish the Grade II* listed
Georgian house marked a return
visit for the Duke who first visited
Manson House in 1994 to open
the Manson Gardens apartments.
Having toured the site
accompanied by the architect,
John Barton of HPN Ltd, he took
time to meet and talk to residents
before cutting the first turf and
joining dignitaries, invited guests,
tenants, residents and staff for a

reception followed by lunch.
Welcoming the Duke, R.A.B.I.

chairman Julian Sayers said:
“Today sees the culmination of
over two years work since the
trustees decided in principle to
invest in Manson House for the
long-term, to ensure we can
provide the best possible
accommodation and care for our
beneficiaries and other residents
who live here today and those
who will follow for many years to
come.
“As a responsible charity we did

not embark on a £4.5 million
project without careful planning
and that meant within our own
organisation as well as securing
the necessary consents from the
borough council along with the
approval of English Heritage,
given that we are dealing with an
important listed building situated
in a prominent position within the
town.”

Respected
In his reply, the Duke expressed

his hope that, with food becoming
more valuable, farmers would
become more respected in future.
He said: “They work by themselves
and nobody really notices what

they do or don’t do and they can
feel very lonely. At farms where
there used to be many workers
there may only be one and it is
therefore very important that
organisations like this catch those
who may otherwise disappear.
“We all know that farming isn’t

a certainty. We all expect the

Touring the site (from left)
architect John Barton, The Duke
of Gloucester, Julian Sayers and
home manager Carole Smith

Manson House as it will look in 2014

The Duke meeting tenant Ruth Sparke in Manson Gardens, the
building which he opened in 1994
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House redevelopment

Residential Homes
R.A.B.I. has two residential homes, Beaufort House at Burnham-on-Sea and Manson House at Bury St Edmunds. For information about

them visit the website – www.rabi.org.uk or call the welfare department on 01865 724931.

The Duke meets R.A.B.I. Suffolk
committee chairman Rosie
Western

Sally Hubbard gave a very moving resumé of her work as R.A.B.I.’s regional welfare officer

Regional welfare officer Sally
Hubbard with R.A.B.I. Norfolk
chairman Sir John White

The Duke meeting R.A.B.I.
Cambridgeshire chairman Arthur
Gee and secretary Elizabeth Gee

The Duke with Graham Howe of
Kier Construction

The Duke accompanied by home
manager Carole Smith meeting
residents

Pictured with the Duke (from left): Mrs Joanna Spicer (Mayoress of St Edmondsbury Borough Council); Mr
John Kerr (Vice Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk); Mrs Deborah Cadman (CEO of Suffolk County Council); Chief
Superintendent David McDonnell; Cllr Christopher Spicer (Mayor of St Edmondsbury Borough Council); Julian
Sayers; Mr Andrew Norman-Butler (High Sheriff of Suffolk); John Barton (HPN); Cllr Patricia O’Brien
(Chairman of Suffolk County Council); Carol Rymer (R.A.B.I. trustee); and Graham Howe (MD of Kier)

weather to be awful and we
expect the Government to do
awful things from time to time.
Farmers also have to cope with
occasional issues such as animal
diseases.”

Extensive discussions
Turning to the Manson House

redevelopment scheme, the Duke
said: “Knowing that there are
organisations like this that can
catch people and restore their
confidence in the system as it is
must be a huge benefit to farmers.
I hope the new buildings provide a
happy home for those who need it
in the years ahead.”
He also expressed his delight in

being able to perform “a minor bit
of spade work” and how impressed
he was with the enthusiasm of the
R.A.B.I. “team” both in a
professional and volunteer

capacity.
Prior to the planning application

being submitted there were
extensive discussions with the
planning department and English
Heritage to devise suitable
redevelopment which would best
meet all necessary criteria. The
architect and other specialists were
involved throughout and staff,
residents, tenants and their families
were all consulted and kept in the
picture as to what was being
planned.
Commenting on their

appointment as contractors for the
project, Kier Construction Eastern
managing director Graham Howe
said: “We are delighted to be
appointed as the construction
partner for this important
redevelopment of Manson House
and we look forward to work

getting under way on site after
today’s turf cutting ceremony. We
understand the importance of
minimising the effects of
construction work at each
individual project on which we
work and as such will endeavour to
keep the residents, staff and local
community informed of project
developments as the work
progresses at Manson House, and
keep disruption and noise to a
minimum.”
It is a measure of Kier’s

commitment to the project that
they hosted the turf cutting
reception and lunch which was
attended by the construction
team’s key managers, enabling
them to meet residents and
members of Manson House staff
to understand how the home
operates.
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The Duke of Gloucester (right) at the opening of Manson Gardens
in 1994 with (from left) the Vice Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk,
R.A.B.I. deputy chief executive Richard Chadwick, chairman Angela
Barton, matron Gerry Rix and Suffolk council member Andy Barr

R.A.B.I. has been involved with Manson House, a Georgian Grade II*
listed building, since the early 1950s, when it was one of a number
of residential homes across the country at which the charity had
nomination rights for its beneficiaries.

Manson House – past, present and future

In the 1960s R.A.B.I. entered an
agreement with the home to build
Manson Court, a block of eight
flats in the grounds to
accommodate retired beneficiaries
who were able to maintain a
degree of independence. An
extension linking Manson Court
with the main house was opened
by the Mayor of Bury St. Edmunds
in 1971.
When the owners of Manson

House Nursing Home were
experiencing problems in 1973
they brought in an ex-RAF nursing
sister, Sue Walker, to help get it
back on to a business footing. Two
years later R.A.B.I. agreed to
purchase the house provided that
Sister Walker would continue to
run it for at least a year. She was
to remain matron of the home for
the next 17 years, before becoming
R.A.B.I.’s first regional welfare
officer.
Further extensions and

developments took place over the
following years with His Royal
Highness the Duke of Gloucester
officially opening Manson
Gardens, a block of six flats, in
1994. More recently work has
been carried out in the house,
within the constraints of its listed
status, to improve the facilities
and comply with changing
regulations.
Currently the accommodation

comprises 22 single rooms in
Manson House, most of which
have become ‘tired’ and in need of
upgrading, and 19 apartments in
the grounds, many of which are
out-dated by modern standards. A
detailed survey of the main
building in May 2009 confirmed
that, while it was sound
structurally, major repair works
were required.

Faced with spending hundreds
of thousands of pounds on a
home that was making a
significant financial loss, R.A.B.I.’s
trustees decided that it was
necessary to undertake a full
review of Manson House. After
analysing the results, it was
agreed that the way forward
would be to modernise the whole
site, to create more residential
rooms and to provide improved
facilities throughout, whilst still
retaining the character of the
home and surrounding gardens.
While this would require
considerable expenditure and a
certain amount of disruption it
would help secure the future of
Manson House.
A planning application was

submitted to St Edmundsbury
Borough Council in March 2011
and consent for the work was
granted on 8th July 2011.
The first phase of the

redevelopment, which has just
begun, is the building of six one-
bedroom apartments on the site of
a former detached house. It is
hoped this will be completed later
this year.
The whole project will take over

two years, not least because it
must be carefully managed in
order to minimise disturbance for
residents and tenants who will be
living on site throughout. Rooms
and flat lettings will be restricted
while the work takes place.
On completion of the

redevelopment Manson House will
have 31 en-suite residential rooms,
including some for couples, and 23
self-contained apartments. Access
in the main house will also be
improved and the home will be
equipped with a fully refurbished
and redesigned kitchen.

Meeting the Duke at 99

Esme Stimpson (centre) meeting the Duke of Gloucester with
her daughter Gilly Myram.

For Esme Stimpson meeting the
Duke of Gloucester during his
visit to Manson House was a
wonderful prelude to her 100th
birthday which she celebrated
two weeks later on 3rd May.
Esme, who moved into

Manson House three years ago
following the death of her
husband George, was born into
a large farming family at
Thurgarton Hall, Norfolk. She
was just six when her father
died leaving her mother to run
the farming business and bring
up their eight children.
Educated at Norwich High

School, Esme first undertook a
teaching post, then helped her
brother to establish a butcher’s
business in Ashbourne,
Derbyshire before returning to
Norfolk where she met George
Stimpson who was farming at
Salle Moor Hall, Salle, and
Church Farm, Great
Witchingham. It was a wartime
romance and, because he had
been called up to serve in the
Royal Artillery, she only knew for
certain that he would be able to
attend their wedding at
Aylsham Church four days
ahead of the ceremony.
At the end of the war George

came home to Salle Moor Hall
to resume farming and in 1947
they moved to Church Farm
from where they carried on
farming both farms. A devout
worshipper at St Mary’s Church,
Esme was a member of the PCC
for many years, a member of the

WI and collector for the British
Legion for over 40 years. She
finally gave up being treasurer
of the Wensum Diary, the
monthly magazine for Great
Witchingham, at the age of 93.
In 1973 George and Esme

moved to England’s Farm, Great
Witchingham, where they
devoted their time to creating a
lovely garden in their retirement
years and in 2001they
celebrated their diamond
wedding anniversary.
Although she has crossed the

border into Suffolk Esme
remains an avid reader of the
Eastern Daily Press making sure
that her three daughters, Susan,
Catherine and Gilly who visit her
at Manson House, are kept up
to date with Norfolk news. She
continues to be very active,
enjoying shopping trips in the
town, visiting the Abbey
gardens and taking part in the
summer outings organised by
the home.
When the plans for the

Manson House redevelopment
were first discussed with the
residents she promptly asked
whether they would be
including a swimming pool!
Esme certainly enjoyed her

meeting with the Duke but she
was also looking forward to her
birthday party at Manson House
to be followed by a family party
including her eight
grandchildren, seven great
grandchildren and even her
bridesmaid.
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Denise’s story
My name is Denise Handley and I would like

to tell my story how R.A.B.I. has helped to
make my life much more comfortable and
liveable as I have been wheelchair-bound for
the past 18 years.
We moved to a smallholding living in a mobile

home with approximately six acres of land and
bought a few Jersey cows, goats, sheep and
poultry, which I had always wanted to do as
farming was in the family. I also did relief
milking for local farmers and worked for the Milk
Marketing Board, besides bringing up two small
children – Daniel and Dawn – so as you can see I
led a very busy life.
Tragically my father died at the age of 59, he

was my rock. Soon after I took ill and was sent to
the Walton Centre at Liverpool where I was
diagnosed with Acute Nervous Disorder. I had to
have an operation whereby they connected a
stimulator from my brain to my abdomen, this
controls my shaking but left me wheelchair-
bound as I have no balance and my speech is
slurred. I am also hard of hearing, although this
occurred through meningitis at an early age.

Now I will tell you how R.A.B.I. came to my
rescue. I had a Christmas card sent to me with
R.A.B.I.’s name on it, so my mother contacted
them and lo and behold they sent a lovely lady
called Sister Walker [the then regional welfare
officer for to the east of England] to visit me.
She helped in many ways, because at this time
our mobile home was getting very old and
dilapidated, and very awkward for me with my
wheelchair.
With the help of a few other charities, R.A.B.I.

played a huge part in obtaining a new home.

We were granted a new Park Home, which made
my life complete and very comfortable.
In the meantime Sister Walker retired and

along came another kind lady, Sara Garner, who
still comes to see me. One day I was struggling
in the field in an ordinary wheelchair
shepherding my goats as I do every day. Sara
could see I was not safe, so she recommended I
had a strong motorised scooter, and who came to
my rescue but R.A.B.I. This was four or five years
ago and I can’t wait for the better weather
[Editor’s note – Denise was writing at the
beginning of March] to get in to the fields as my
goats are all in kid now, and I like to look them
over every day.
I do not go out of the farm much, only for

visits to the dentist and hospital, but I am happy
with my life caring for my animals with the help
of my husband Keith who is my full-time carer
and rock, now my family has left home. He does
all the tractor work on our old Ferguson while I
organise all the feeding etc. What I would give
to get on that old tractor again but that is not to
be.
I have told my story, a long one, but without

R.A.B.I. I probably would not have a happy one to
tell. I thank them from the bottom of my heart
for everything, not forgetting the food hampers
twice a year.

P.S. My mother has written this for me because
with my hands shaking, my writing is not legible.

Denise with ‘Amy’ who gave birth to twins in March,
a few days after the picture was taken

R.A.B.I. currently has just under 200
“associate” beneficiaries. These are often
people with disabilities, not necessarily
retired, who while having sufficient
income for their everyday needs do not
have enough to meet essential capital
expenditure. The support which they
receive from R.A.B.I. includes visits, at least
once a year, from the local regional
welfare officer to assess any need and
ensure they are receiving all the welfare
support to which they are entitled, as well
as funding towards essential expenditure
and R.A.B.I. Christmas and birthday
hampers.

Twenty seven years ago Denise Handley fulfilled a dream when she was able to buy a
couple of fields with a barn to start her smallholding in Leicestershire. Now she is
confined to a wheelchair and her husband Keith is her full-time carer but she still
manages to tend her herd of 34 goats, and their kids. Denise has been an associate
beneficiary for the past 12 years and earlier this year she sent us the following letter,
which she has kindly agreed that we can reproduce.

Helping maintain a dream

R.A.B.I. protects the confidentiality of beneficiaries and will not disclose any details without their express agreement. We are very grateful to
Denise and Keith Handley for letting us tell her story.

Denise on her well used scooter in front of her Park
House, both of which R.A.B.I. helped purchase

The goats, all of which she
knows by name, welcome
Denise on her daily visits to
their field
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News from the regions

Change in Devon

Leave a Gift in Cornwall

Suffolk bags a winning idea

Public flock to lambing event

Mayoral support for R.A.B.I. in
Northamptonshire

Glittering prize for Royal Cornwall

June Harry (pictured second from the left)
stepped down as secretary of Devon R.A.B.I.
at the committee’s AGM in March and was
presented with flowers by vice chairman
Celia Hyland, chairman Peter MacBean
(right) and committee member John Smith.
June cannot remember exactly how many years she has been involved with R.A.B.I.
but thinks it must be at least 16! “I know I have worked alongside at least six
chairmen, including Peter, Celia and John, as well as Rosemary Nash, Donald Arscott
and John’s father Archie,” she said.
Peter paid tribute to June’s enduring hard work, on account of which she was
awarded the R.A.B.I secretaries’ cup in 2002. “June has done a great deal for R.A.B.I
in Devon, for which we are extremely grateful. We wish her well for the future,” he
said. New committee member and YFC representative Gemma Millman has taken over
June’s role as secretary.

R.A.B.I. has joined forces with 17 other charities in
Cornwall to encourage people to leave a gift to
charity in their will. Organisations involved in the
‘Leave a Gift to Cornwall’ campaign also include
Cornwall Hospice Care, Cornwall Air Ambulance,
the Eden Project, Tate St Ives and Falmouth’s
National Maritime Museum.
With support from Partner to Succeed, a European
Community-funded project for business
collaboration, the charities have launched a website
to promote the initiative
www.leaveagifttocornwall.co.uk.
Launching the ‘Leave a Gift to Cornwall’
campaign at the Eden Project are Dee Reeves of
Cornwall Hospice Care, Paula Martin of Cornwall
Air Ambulance, and Philippa Spackman of R.A.B.I.

Rosie Western,
Suffolk committee
chairperson, with
hessian bags
produced with a
donation from the
Suffolk offices of
NFU Mutual. The
Suffolk committee
will be selling the
handy sized bags at shows and events around the county
at £5 each to raise funds.

R.A.B.I. was once again in attendance at the annual
Lambing Sunday on Nigel and Janet Rome's farm at
Morbourne. Organised by Peterborough NFU branch, it
attracted well over 2,000 people and provided an
excellent opportunity to raise awareness about all
aspects of farming to a wide cross section of the
general public. Such was the demand for the
tombolas run by R.A.B.I. and joint event charity
Macmillan Cancer Support, both ran out of prizes
before the end of the day!

The Mayor and Mayoress of Kettering Borough Council
Northamptonshire, Cllr James and Mrs Christine Hakewill,
have chosen R.A.B.I. to support during their Mayoral year.
James explained: “As a farmer’s son I understand the
highs and lows of farming. Christine and I are looking
forward to raising awareness of R.A.B.I.’s work and to
enjoying meeting people within, and outside, the farming
community during our year. The enthusiasm and
commitment of the regional officer, Milly Wastie, made it
an easy decision to choose R.A.B.I.”

Celebrated wildlife artist Dick Twinney will again be supporting R.A.B.I. at June’s
Royal Cornwall Show. Dick has donated an original painting to the county
committee for use as the main prize in its summer prize draw. Entitled Diamond

Dawn - Pheasants and Royal Fern, the
painting marks The Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee and depicts the birds leaving
their night-time roosts and starting to
scratch the frost-covered ground.
A signed and numbered limited
edition of 60 prints is available from
the artist, priced £60 each, of which
20 per cent will be donated to R.A.B.I.
Dick has also generously agreed that
Diamond Dawn and two other works
can also be used as R.A.B.I. Christmas
cards this year.
For more about the artist visit his
website www.theartofdicktwinney.com.

Farming Help Breakfast
More than 25 people whose work brings them into
contact with farming families attended a breakfast
event at Kingston Maurward College to learn about
the support provided by members of the Farming Help
group. Among those attending were representatives
from the caring professions, the fire and rescue service,
trading standards and animal health organisations as
well as from local estates and churches. The event,
organised by R.A.B.I. regional officer Pam Wills, started
with a delicious cooked breakfast served by the college
and included presentations by each of the Farming
Help charities - R.A.B.I., Farm Crisis Network and The
Addington Fund.
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Success for Bucks and Oxon events
This year’s annual Bucks Farmers Ball was the second to be held at the Hilton Milton
Keynes and it once again proved to be a hugely enjoyable and successful night. With
an attendance of 540 people they raised £12,500.
Equally successful and enjoyable was the Oxfordshire committee’s biennial dinner in
Christchurch College, Oxford. The accounts had not been finalised at the time of
going to press, but the amount raised is expected to be in excess of £15,000.

Businesses, NFU branches and YFC groups continue to raise much-needed funds in Devon
and Cornwall. West Cornwall NFU arranged a highly successful evening with popular
Cornish comedian Johnnie Cowling at Camborne Rugby Club which raised around £800
for R.A.B.I. Farming champion and BBC Countryfile presenter Adam Henson was guest
speaker at events arranged by Lloyds TSB in both counties, which together raised £700.
Last but not least, Roborough YFC presented a cheque for £500 to Devon chairman Peter
MacBean after he judged their panto competition.

The annual Suffolk
Spring Luncheon was
held in Stradbroke
again this year. Some
150 people sat down
to a three course
luncheon prepared
and served by the
ladies of the committee, with the gentlemen organising
the raffle. Committee chairperson Rosie Western said: “It
was lovely to see so many people at the lunch. They were
generous with the raffle and must have enjoyed
themselves as they didn't seem to want to go home!”

More than 100 supporters enjoyed a convivial evening at
the Diss Auction Rooms of TW Gaze where Norfolk
committee member and TW Gaze partner Rachel
Hipperson arranged for a private preview. In attendance
was BBC Antiques Roadshow expert Elizabeth Talbot who
entertained the assembled audience with a fascinating
talk about some of the lots in the forthcoming sale of
antiques, and vintage interiors and textiles. Wine and
canapés were served by the committee during the
evening.

Leicestershire R.A.B.I. committee held a
quiz night in the shooting room at Glebe
Farm, Kirkby Mallory, hosted by the
chairman Ken Grimsdale, who was also
the quiz master. With a total of 121
points the winning team was the Oliver
family from Upton, who are pictured
collecting their prize. Organised by
committee member Veronica Sutton, the
evening raised about £700, including
match funding by Barclays.

Money for old machinery
Devon farmers were asked to spring clean their farmyards and donate unwanted
items of farming equipment to raise money for farming families in need. To sell
the items the county committee secured lots at auctioneer Rendells’ Collective
Machinery Sale at Buckfastleigh Racecourse in April, where the committee also
had a stand selling smaller items.
The event, which raised around £750, was organised by Philip Wrayford, who said:
“We’re very grateful to Rendells for their support with the event, as well as to
buyers and those who generously donated items.”

Devon committee
members John
Yeoman (left)
and Philip
Wrayford (right)
with chairman
Peter MacBean
at the
Buckfastleigh
agricultural
machinery sale

Chris Smith of Collings Brothers of Abbotsley Ltd
trying out the Case 252 pedal tractor which the
company has donated for the Cambridgeshire
committee’s summer raffle. In the background is the
full size model!

Cambridgeshire pedal tractor

Raising funds in Devon and Cornwall Diss antiques preview

Quiz at Kirkby Mallory

Lunch in Stradbroke

Fundraising
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Questioned by vets

Yorkshire farmers keep singing

Roast beef in Yorkshire

Books, books and more books

Scarsdale farm vets held a quiz to raise funds for R.A.B.I. in their new practice at Pride
Park, Derby. Organised by Chris Parker and his team, the quiz, which attracted around
100 people, included several rounds of farming-themed questions and raised £500. A
special R.A.B.I. trophy had been produced for the event which Chris hopes to make an
annual occasion to bring the farming community together.

This year the Singing Farmers performed four concerts in Hawes, Kirkbymoorside,
Tadcaster and Holme on Spalding Moor over two weekends in March. The five vocalists,
with one keyboard player, all sing individually at the concerts which last around four
hours, so their loyal followers certainly get their money’s worth!
This year a total of some 850 people attended and around £6,000 was raised. Next year
will be their tenth anniversary so be prepared for something special!

Around 100 people ventured into deepest rural
Lancashire to attend the annual dinner dance in
Whitechapel village hall, where they enjoyed a
tasty meal and danced the night away to the
sounds of the Mark Keto Band. Thanks to the
Lancashire committee and supporters, who attend
each year without fail, the night raised £500.

The South Yorkshire Grassland Society, held its 49th
annual dinner dance where it is traditional that each
table has its own joint of roast beef carved by one of
the diners on the table. This year the raffle, which was
in aid of R.A.B.I., raised £505.

The spring session of the twice-yearly
book fair, staged at Bedale School,
North Yorkshire, was held in March.
Once again members of the North
Yorkshire committee, plus other
volunteers, worked extremely hard
throughout the day, making the stall
holders bacon sandwiches at the start
and then serving refreshments to the
general public. The event makes over
£1,000 each time, with half coming
from the provision of the refreshments.

Dancing in Whitechapel

The Royal family, the Olympics and aerial photographs of Cheshire towns all
featured in the quiz organised by NFU group secretary Anthony Wildman and
colleagues at Peover Golf Club in Cheshire. With 15 teams and a fish and chips
supper for 70 the fun-filled evening raised £150.

Pictured getting ready to serve
refreshments are (from left) committee
members David and Betty Burke, Ann
Ashton and Alison Bosomworth.

Quiz and chips

Old college books raise
funds
When Askham Bryan College, near York, opened a new
resource centre and reorganised their library, they
donated the surplus books to R.A.B.I. to sell on the
charity stall at our bi-annual North Yorkshire book fair.
Those sold raised some £90 and the remaining
books— all very educational and specific, particularly
to agriculture and horticulture— are being donated to
schools and universities in Ghana. So thanks to
Askham Bryan’s old books people are being helped
here and abroad.

About 120 ladies attended and were entertained to a
spring fashion show and lunch provided by the Suffolk
committee. Pictured with Suffolk chairperson Rosie
Western (centre), are Margaret Scott (left) and Mary
Patterson who were responsible for most of the
organisation. We hear that a lone male member of the
committee, David Roe, braved the event and spent the
whole day washing up!

Spring fashion in Suffolk

Cheshire R.A.B.I. chairman Norman Lawson, head in hand, tries to find an answer!
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NFU support

Presentation in Durham

Thank you to Coningsby and Horncastle NFU branch for
choosing to support R.A.B.I. at their annual dinners this
year. A total of £1,600 was raised which will help boost
the fundraising in Lincolnshire.

At the northern regional meeting
R.A.B.I. chairman Julian Sayers (right)
and County Durham committee vice-
chairman James Rowlandson (left)
were presented with a donation of
£1,000 by AdamWarren of John
Warren ABP Ltd. With many of its
customers being farmers the
company, from Hamsterley in County
Durham, has chosen to support
R.A.B.I.

The latest donation in the Bucks Farmers Ball committee’s long history of generous support for
R.A.B.I.’s residential homes was made at the launch of the Manson House redevelopment
project (see page 8). Richard Lewis (Bucks Farmers Ball committee) and Hugh Denne (Bucks

R.A.B.I. committee)
presented a cheque for
£16,000 to R.A.B.I. chief
executive Paul Burrows for
the refurbishment of the
Manson House
conservatory and the
installation of stairlifts.
Pictured at the
presentation (from left)
R.A.B.I. deputy chairman
Bob Forster, Paul Burrows,
Richard Lewis and Hugh
Denne.

As the 2011-12 captain of the Knole Park Golf
Club in Kent, farmer David Watkinson named
RA.B.I. as his "captain's charity" during his year
of office. As a result members raised a fantastic
sum in excess £7,500, which was received by
Kent R.A.B.I. committee chairman, David
Chantler, from David Watkinson, accompanied
by the club secretary on a glorious afternoon,
overseen by members of the club and some of
the Knole Park deer herd!

Well done and thank you to the members of Wiveliscombe YFC in Somerset who held a
‘Ploughathon’ at Pitsford Hill by kind permission of Mr and Mrs R Herrod. Starting at 8.30 am,
and despite adverse weather conditions, they managed to plough 100 acres in the day, raising
a total of £1,500 which they are donating to R.A.B.I.

Bucks donation to Manson House

Fantastic golfing donation

Somerset ploughathon

Last autumn the annual Mersea Island ploughing match
raised £4,250 and at a social evening earlier this year it
was presented to the Essex R.A.B.I. chairman Alan
Wreathall. Pictured, enjoying the social evening, are (from
left) David Sunnucks, chairman of the ploughing match
committee, committee members David Leggett and John
Healy, Alan Wreathall (with cheque in hand) and R.A.B.I.
regional officer Bob Archibald.

Thanks to the masters of the Quorn hunt, Leicestershire
R.A.B.I. committee member Simon Packe Drury Lowe and
regional officer Milly Wastie were invited to stage a
collection, which raised £252, at one of the hunt’s meets.
Pictured (left) is Edward Packe-Drury-Lowe (Simon’s son) with
the masters of the hunt and the pack ready to move off.

A big thank you to Kingsthorpe branch of
Waitrose for choosing R.A.B.I. as one of its
‘community matters’ charities during February.
A total of £542 was raised by customers
choosing to place their tokens into the R.A.B.I.
box at the checkout with the money going
towards supporting local farming families in the
county.

Market Rasen YFC chose R.A.B.I. as their charity to support
last year and raised £200 during an evening of carol singing
around the town. Earlier this year they presented the
donation to regional officer Milly Wastie when she visited
the club to talk about how R.A.B.I. supports the farming
community.

Donations
Essex ploughmen’s donation

Quorn collection

Support from Northampton Waitrose

Lincs YFC donation



May
May
17th-19th Devon County Show
18th Duck Race at Llanuwchlyn
19th Otley Show
19th Hadleigh Show
19th Bedfordshire YFC Country Show, Stagsden
19th-20th Smallholders Fair at Royal Welsh Showground
20th Essex YFC Show, Roxwell
26th Northants YFC rally
26th-27th Yorkshire Game Fair, Wetherby
27th Sunday lunch & entertainment, Dinas Mawddwy
29th –30th Barclays cycle ride, Humber Bridge to London
30th Royal Bath & West Show

June
2nd Royal Bath & West Show
2nd-3rd Hertfordshire Show
3rd Rutland Show
4th R.A.B.I. Diamond Jubilee beacon events across

the country
4th Hog Roast Goddington Lake, Harrietsham, Kent
4th Sherborne Castle Country Fair
4th Northumberland County Show
7th-8th Suffolk Show
7th-9th Royal Cornwall Show
8th R.A.B.I. National Golf Challenge at Henlle Park

Golf Club, Gobowen
8th Leics R.A.B.I. Summer Party at Whatton Hall, nr

Loughborough
8th-10th Cambridgeshire YFC Show
9th Cumberland Show
10th Cream Tea afternoon, nr Sheffield
10th Cream tea & cricket, Heathcote Lakes, Warwick
10th Cream tea event, South Yorkshire
10th Myerscough College open day
13th-14th Cereals Event, Boothby Graffoe, Lincolnshire,
14th -16th South of England Show
15th Surrey Gala Evening, Brewerstreet Farm,

Bletchingley, Surrey
15th Antiques and fine art auction preview at

Reeman Dansie, Colchester
15th Entertainment evening, Pontargothi Showground
15th-17th Three Counties Show
16th Whist drive, Pontargothi Showground
17th Open gardens, Wyckhurst, Ashford, Kent
17th Open Farm Sunday event, Whetstone, Leics

17th Open Farm Sunday event, Shottle, Derbyshire
18th Norfolk cocktail evening, Norfolk Showground
18th Golf day, Driffield, East Yorkshire
19th-20th Cheshire Show
20th-21st Lincolnshire show
22nd Suffolk drinks evening, Great Ashfield
23rd-24th Wrekin Challenge – contact Kate Roberts. (details

above) for information
23rd & 24th Harden Moss sheep show
24th Frank Chislett Olympic Torch Relay, Halifax
24th Northants R.A.B.I. Sunday lunch, nr Towcester
24th Blaston Show
27th Savills Farm Walk at Springbarrow Lodge Farm,

Colville, Leics
27th-28th Royal Norfolk Show
30th Art in the Box event, Pastures Farm, Grendon

Northants
30th Wiltshire County Show

July
1st Wiltshire County Show
1st-7th Art in the Box event continues from 30th June
1st NFU chairman’s lunch in aid of R.A.B.I. at Ludlow

Racecourse, Shropshire
1st Cream tea at Creslow Manor, Whitchurch, Bucks
4th NSA Show, Malvern
4th Manson House summer fayre
4th Pleasure ride at Manor Farm, Carburton nr

Worksop
6th-8th East of England Show
7th Heritage evening and supper, Kilworthy, Devon
7th New Forest bike ride, Hampshire
7th Pymoor Show
8th British 10k London run
10th-12th Great Yorkshire Show
18th Driffield Show
14th Liskeard Show
15th Ashby Show
19th Launceston Show
20th-22nd CLA Game Fair, Belvoir Castle
22nd NorthumberlandSummer lunch,WhaltonVillageHall
23rd-26th Royal Welsh Show
24th-26th New Forest Show
25th Yealmpton Show
26th Forde Abbey Summer Fair
28th Mid Devon Show
29th Totnes Show
tbc Northumberland summer lunch

August
1st Cardigan Show
4th Blakesley Show
9th Okehampton Show
10th Lampeter Show
11th Coffee morning, Cardigan
14th-15th Anglesey Show
14th-16th Pembroke County Show
16th Denbigh & Flint Show
16th Chagford Show
18th Cornwood Show
22nd Merioneth County Show
25th Leicestershire Show, Melton Mowbray cattle market
26th--27th Wirral Food and Drink Festival
30th Bucks County Show

September
1st Llandysul Show
1st Kingsbridge Show
1st Wolsingham Show
2nd Lancashire Sunday lunch
2nd Essex fun horse ride
2nd Manson House hog roast
6th Westmorland show
8th Penistone show
13th-14th Ely Cathedral harvest festival weekend
14th Fashion Show, Cumbria
14th Bury St Edmunds Cathedral harvest festival
16th Essex Sunday lunch
17th Nidderdale Show
19th Bingo night, Carmarthen Mart
21st Chocolate & Fizz Ladies Evening, East Yorks
21st Cambridge Wine Pairing evening
22nd Stokesley Show
25th Go karting at Whilton Mill, Northants
26th Cheshire ploughing match
29th Southwell ploughing match, Notts
29th Gransden Show
30th Chelmsford Cathedral harvest festival

Dates for your diary

Regional contacts

Bob Archibald
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire,
Essex, Hertfordshire,
Huntingdon, Norfolk, Rutland,
Suffolk
tel: 01366 385388
mobile: 07739 297374
bob.archibald@rabi.org.uk

EAST OF
ENGLAND

EAST
MIDLANDS

Milly Wastie
Derbyshire, Leicestershire,
Lincolnshire,
Northamptonshire,
Nottinghamshire
tel: 01788 823739
mobile: 07525 323450
milly.wastie@rabi.org.uk

Georgina Lamb
Cheshire, Cumbria, Lancashire,
Merseyside, South Yorkshire,
West Yorkshire
mobile: 07917 114250
georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk

NORTH
WEST

SOUTH
WEST OF
ENGLAND

Pam Wills
Dorset, Gloucestershire,
Somerset, Wiltshire
tel: 01749 838682
mobile: 07825 336224
pam.wills@rabi.org.uk

Sally Conner
Durham, Northumberland,
East Yorkshire, North Yorkshire
tel: 01964 541400
mobile: 07818 093506
sally.conner@rabi.org.uk

NORTH
EAST

SOUTH
EAST OF
ENGLAND

Sally Field
Berkshire, Kent, Hampshire,
Isle of Wight, Surrey, Sussex

tel: 01903 882741
mobile: 07799 798441
sally.field@rabi.org.uk

DEVON &
CORNWALL

Philippa
Spackman
Cornwall, Devon

tel: 01865 724931
mobile: 07919 478518
p.spackman@rabi.org.uk

Kate Roberts
Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Warwickshire,
Worcestershire
tel: 01743 892892
mobile: 07876 492839
kate.roberts@rabi.org.uk

WEST
MIDLANDS

Suzy Deeley
Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire
tel: 01865 811596
mobile: 07824 336596
suzy.deeley@rabi.org.uk

BUCKS &
OXON

WALES/
CYMRU

Erys Hughes
tel: 01686 650937
mobile: 07799 798446
erys.hughes@rabi.org.uk

ffôn: 01686 650937
ffôn symudol: 07799 798446
erys.hughes@rabi.org.uk

Events organised by or for R.A.B.I. (in bold) and
shows where there will be an R.A.B.I. presence.

(For details of these events contact the relevant
R.A.B.I. regional officer – see above. Additional
events are being added to the diary all the time
- for up-to-date information visit
www.rabi.org.uk)


